 Vacation Bible School at
Duffee Church of Christ is
June 22 - 26 @ 6:30 pm
each night

« No Wednesday night service
June 24.

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

¢ Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton

e Andy Duncan (Liver transplant)
e Wayne Rigdon

¢ Lynn Nichols

[ ]

[ ]

Communion
Preparation

2026 preparation list is in foyer
June -

July -

August -

Birthday / Anniversary

Lillian Lovett - 3rd

Hudson Rowell - 23rd
Willow Murphy - 25th
Holly Hurst - 30th

Don and Marilyn Potts - 9th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Dwight Callens
Scripture Reading - Matthew 7:7 - 11
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - John 19:1 - 8

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg

'NOW THE LORD IS THE SPIRIT, “{J,

THERE IS FREEDOM.

. B 2 CORINTHIANS 3:17

06 /21 /2026

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301

PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com

Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

“Pweese Daddy, I want to pray!”
By John A. Smith

She appeared to be three maybe four years
old. Blonde “Shirley Temple-like” curls
hung around her rosy cheeks. Her sweet
blue eyes twinkled with the innocence and
exuberance of youth. All of her family had
assembled and heaping plates of Chinese
food was in front of them. With great
excitement the precious little girl looked at
her father, who was stuffing his face with
the urgency of a condemned man eating his
last meal, and announced, “Pweese, Daddy,
I want to pray.” Thoughtlessly, he
continued to stuff egg rolls in his mouth
with seemingly no awareness of his
daughter’s plea. Once again, she begged,
“Pweese, Daddy, I want to pray!” “Won’t
you bow, Daddy? We need to pray.”

With her head bowed and her eyes closed, I
heard this prayer from the heart an
innocent child: “Thank you God for this
day. Thank you for our food. Thank you for
Mommy and Daddy. Help Daddy learn to
pray. Amen.”

Her father never stopped eating, never
bowed his head and never acknowledged
the tender petition of his daughter. How
could he appear to be so cold and callused
while his daughter prayed? How could any
father deny his daughter’s plea to pray? I
am sure there is more to the story than I
will ever know, but I heard enough to burn
with indignation toward the father and feel
compassion for the innocence so callously
rejected.

Fathers, we have the God-given
responsibility to take the spiritual lead in
our family. The wise man of Proverbs
repeatedly admonished sons to listen to the
instruction of their fathers (Proverbs 1:8;
4:1). This demanded that fathers be actively
involved in the spiritual training of their
children. In the New Testament, fathers are
commanded to “not provoke your children

to anger; but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord”
(Ephesians 6:4). God has placed this
awesome responsibility squarely on the
shoulders of fathers. Fathers are to be
spiritual trainers. As Dick Blackford wrote
in For Husbands Only, “We cannot
delegate, hesitate, procrastinate, and make
excuses, but God will finally hold us
responsible. We must meet the challenge.
There are some things in life that if we do
not do them when we have the opportunity,
then the opportunity will be gone forever.
Child-rearing cannot be done at our
convenience.”

We cannot leave our children alone to feed,
protect, and educate themselves physically.
To an even greater degree, fathers, we
cannot abandon our children expecting
them to spiritually train themselves. We
cannot afford to leave their spiritual
education to a god-less world or a secular
school system.

If your children are going to learn to pray,
you must teach them — teaching them in
word and by example. Children need to
hear their fathers praying often and
passionately. They need to learn from their
father’s heart and lips to express
thanksgiving and praise in prayer, to
petition God for “daily bread,” to share
daily concerns and cares with the Heavenly
Father, and do with respect and intimacy.

Fathers, do your children hear you pray?
Do they hear you pray often? Do they hear
you pray with emotion and meaning?

“Pweese, Daddy, I want to pray.” Fathers,
will you take the time to teach them to

pray?



